2OcS    COMfNG REFORM  CASTS  ITS  SHADOU' R/1FQKK

The new Kings of England and France seemed alike
disposed to seek for popularity among the humbler
of their subjects. William IV. walked about the
London streets with his umbrella tucked under his
arm and talked familiarly with every one he knew,
and even when on great State occasions he had to
wear his Royal robes, he wore his naval uniform under
them. Louis Philippe too walked about the streets
of Paris just as he thought fit, became identified
with his umbrella, and was known throughout his
reign as the " Bourgeois King." Lord Eldon took
alarm at what he considered King William's over-
familiarity with people in general, and laid it down
as an axiom that a king, in order to maintain his
throne, must show in his ordinary demeanour that he
considered himself the superior of everybody else in
the world. When William came to the throne he
found the Duke of Wellington in office as Prime
Minister, with Sir Robert Peel as Home Secretary,
and he announced in the most off-hand and informal
way that he had no ill-feeling whatever towards his
good friend the Duke of Wellington, in whom, and
in Sir Robert Peel, he placed the highest confidence.
The existing Parliament woulcl, of course, have to be
dissolved. It was the rule then, and continued to be
so down to a comparatively recent period, that a
. dissolution of Parliament must follow the death of a
sovereign. The King sent a formal message to Parlia-
ment almost immediately after his accession, in which
he dwelt, according to the usual ceremonial fashion,
on the loss the nation had sustained by the death of
the late Sovereign, and then went on to say that the